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WHAT’S NEW IN CURRICULUM? 

Dear Fair Haven Families, 

I am sharing this month’s newsletter with excitement and gratitude.  There have been so many wonderful 

happenings around the district that have provided students with not only knowledge, history, and insight, 

but  fun, friends, and comradery as well.  Students had the opportunity to attend a Veteran’s Day 

Assembly, where two local heros were honored.  Students took a trip to Philadelphia, rich in history and 

tied to curriculum.  Students even took part in a Dino Dig! Can you believe this all happens within a 

school day?  Our students' lives are so enriched by our teachers, community, and parent organizations; we 

are truly lucky and I am grateful for this. 

This month also marked our very first delivery of the Knights Postal Service!  As part of an initiative to aid 

in the transition from 3rd to 4th grade, we have established a postal system where penpals exchange 

friendly letters monthly.  More information about this is in the newsletter. 

I wish you and your families a very Happy Thanksgiving and hope you enjoy reading this month’s 

newsletter.  

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Romano 

Director of Curriculum & Instruction 

romanoc@fairhaven.edu 

Twitter:  @FHCurriculum 

 

Inside This Issue:  Mousetrap Catapults … Digging Into Borough Hall … Student Voice ~ Personal Narrative … Knights Postal Service … Staff 

Submissions 

 

"Appreciation is a wonderful thing: It makes what is excellent in others belong to us as well." -Voltaire 
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Mousetrap Catapults 

Think back to when you learned about Newton’s Laws of Motion.  Was it exciting 
to you?  I vaguely recall when I learned the Laws of Motion, but in a good game of 
Trivial Pursuit nowadays, I may be able to name them.  

Students in Mrs. Carpenter’s science classes will undoubtedly remember Newton’s 
Laws of Motion, as they are directly involved in applying these laws to creating 
mousetrap catapults.  Incorporating this hands on activity, which follows the 
engineering design process, allows students to test the laws of motion, as well as go 
back to the drawing board if they feel that their design can improve.  

Getting back to the basics, Newton’s first law says that an object at rest tends to stay at rest, and an object 
in motion tends to stay in motion, with the same direction and speed. The second law shows that if you 
exert the same force on two objects of different mass, you will get different accelerations. The third law 

says that for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction. 
Students use all three laws in their design for their catapult.  They will 
be placing an object in motion, they will be using two objects with 
different masses (pom pom and a clay ball), and they will see that by 
pulling the catapult back, when released, it would cause an equal, yet 
opposite reaction by snapping forward, launching the object. 

In groups, students delegated what each member would bring to the 
table to create the best mousetrap catapult.  They designed their 
catapults on paper first, then began to build.  Throughout the process, 
they were encouraged to work like engineers and scientists, as they 
were assessing how they worked together as a 
group.  Based on their design and trials, they 
were able to redesign their catapult and try 
again for better results. 

The students were so engaged in their build and discussions, that they barely 
noticed anyone around them.  They were so motivated to see how far their pom 
poms and clay balls would launch, that they were automatically applying the skills 
and lessons they learned in Mrs. Carpenter’s class to create the best mousetrap 
catapult. 
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Digging Into Borough Hall 

This month was a busy one for our third grade students!  They had the 
opportunity to visit Borough Hall and learn all about the various jobs that fall 
under the Borough Hall umbrella.  During their visits, they were able to talk with 
specific personnel and ask them questions about their jobs, which included what 
they do on a day-to-day basis, as well as answered questions about salary and 
education needed to obtain these jobs. 

I had the opportunity to stop by Ms. Piotrowski’s class and talk to them about 
their social studies projects and take a look at the presentations they were 

making about the jobs they chose.  I learned a lot from this third grade class and was extremely impressed with the 
facts and details they shared with me.  Here are some of the things that I learned 
(in the words of Ms. Piotrowski’s students): 

City Managers are also called City Administrators.  They help the mayor make 
good decisions.  They can hold meetings about specific topics. 

Police Officers need to go to 4 months of training, and they get yelled at for the 
first 3 months (again, this is in the words of the students 😂). There is a Chief of 
Police and many Sergeants.  The Fair Haven Police Department (FHPD) also 
stands for “Fairness, Honesty, Professionalism, and Dedication.” 

Parks and Recreation jobs require more than 40 hours a week of work, which can happen during nights and 
weekends.  They oversee a budget and the operations of parks and recreational activities.  This job usually requires a 
Bachelor’s Degree. 

Public Works takes care of the maintenance of the city’s infrastructure, sewers, emergency response, severe weather 
mitigation (directly quoted from a third grader), and they also fix roads.  An awesome fact about this job is that over 
the course of the year, they can make over 2.7 million pickups of solid waste, recycling, and bulk items. 

Fire Fighters put their lives at risk to do their jobs.  They put out fires, which take a lot of skills and training.  In 
order to be safe, they wear special uniforms to protect them from the fire and smoke. 

This is not an exhaustive list of jobs and it appears in the order in which I spoke with 
the students.  This visit to Borough Hall gave  Ms. Piotrowski’s students some food 
for thought, as many of them said they would consider these jobs when they are older. 
The information the students obtained from the professionals had a huge impact on 
them and they were both proud to share what they learned and proud to be part of such 
a great community! 
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Student Voice ~ Personal Narrative 

This year, one of the goals of this newsletter was to bring more student voice into it.  I want the readers to 
see what our students are doing and showcase writing, whether it be a standout piece from a classroom or 
a student inspired article.  This month, Ms. Homyak shared with me a wonderful personal narrative that 
her student, Peyton Muscarello, wrote.  

Personal narratives tell a story or give an account of something that has happened. The purpose is to 
recount a story grounded in personal experience or the writer’s imagination.  Writers use setting, 
characters, circumstances or events, a plot, a point of view, and a sense of resolution to tell a story. 
Description of these elements is a key factor in writing a successful piece.  The writer can also employ 
strategies such as flashback, foreshadowing, dialogue, tension, or suspense.  An important detail to note is 
that in a personal narrative, all the information in the story maintains a focus and is relevant to the story 
from beginning to end.  Writers leave out details that may distract the reader from the focus of the story. 
Peyton fully embraced the writing process and applied all of the lessons she learned to her piece. 
 

A Wonderful Christmas Day 
 

I can’t sleep. ‘1:00 AM’ the clock reads. It falls asleep.  
 
Show off, I think to myself. 
 
I lay back onto my pillow, pushing my hair away. I stay that way, doing nothing.  
 
I shut my eyes tight, then softly. I take a few deep breaths. I’m too excited to sleep. I think I doze off, not 
really into a sleep, just comfy. 
 
‘5:00 AM’ the clock now reads. I take another deep breath. Sweating, I undo my covers, even though I’m 
scared to do so. 
 
Okay, I think, I need to wake Mason. I get both legs out from under the thin, white sheets. Swinging my legs 
to the floor, I can feel the scratchy rug against my sock-covered feet. I tip-toe, (as always) walk across the 
rug, and onto the wooden floor. I feel the eerie-ness of the hallway as I swing open my door. I continue to 
make silence as I walk down the hall, and into my brother’s room. I give him a little tap on his shoulder.  
 
“Mason,” I whisper, “wake up.” I remember how he woke me up last year. 
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“Wake up, P.” My older brother woke me. My onesie was unzipped a bit. I zipped it up. I yawn. My brother’s 
silhouette gives me the chills. “Okay,” I said. My feet swung off my bed. They were heavy. I made sure to stay 
behind my brother as we walked. I don’t like to think of people being behind me. 
 
“Merry Christmas.” says Mason. We wait an awkward second. “Why are you up so early?”   

 
“Sorry, can’t sleep.”  
 
Mason gets up, yawning. His floofy hair is all messed up, and looks like a big, brown, floofy ball on his head. 
 
“C’mon,” I say, “Let’s go downstairs.” My eyes are heavy, considering I didn’t  sleep at all that night. 
 
We walk into the hallway and creep down the steps, some of them make a soft creak. Mason and I go into 
the living room, and peek at the presents. I go to turn on the tree lights. The glimmering lights look like 
fairies, fluttering about the tree. Through the huge windows in the living room, I can see a dark-ish green 
tone of the big lavender plant in the pitch black outside, blowing in the breeze. 
 
“Let’s go wake up Momma and Dad,” Mason suggests. 

 
“Okay, brother.” I say, as we creep back up the stairs. I make sure not to stub my toe as I usually do, and 
then Mason and I walk into the hallway. We pass the huge mirror located near my mom and dad’s 
bathroom, and into their room. 

 
“Mom, Dad, it’s Christmas!” Mason whispers enthusiastically.  

 
“Merry Christmas!” Dad and Mom say.  

 
Mason says, “Les’ go downstairs.”  

 
“We will be there in a minute!” I can tell Mom is understating, the way she smiles.  

 
Mason and I go downstairs again. We wait a minute. They are not down here yet, I think. We wait five 
minutes, and they are still not downstairs. I mean, how can it physically take this long?! I’m not sure how 
my brother is reacting to this right now but he’s probably thinking that I’m a maniac. 

 
About seven minutes have gone by, and I can hear Mom and Dad walking down the stairs. I’m very tired 
now.  

 
“Muma!” I see my mom. I give her a big, squeezy hug. I give my dad a tight squeeze just after.  
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We open some presents. I got my mom really cute Christmas pjs, and she loved them. Together, Mason and 
I got our dad a beautiful watch. He likes the ones with cool-colored straps, so it wasn’t like those 
really-expensive-silver-and-gold-watches. 

 
Later, my grandpa gets here. Of course we would wait for him. We are excited to see him.  
We’re all disappointed that we can’t go to Aunt Lori’s house, she and my cousin Carly got the stomach bug. 

 
“Why don’t you open that one,” my dad points to a giant silver-glittery box.  

 
I walk up to the box. I get my muscles ready, and pull up hard on it. The box quickly goes up in my arms.  

 
“This is really light!” I exclaim, walking over to an empty spot on the rug.  

 
I open the shimmering wrapping paper.  
 
What could this possibly be? I think to myself. 

 
I open the sticky clear tape with a pair of large, orange scissors. There is a smaller box inside. 

 
Hmm, I think. 

 
 I use the blunt orange scissors to open it. There is another even smaller box inside of that! It’s white and 
has a yellow phone on it! I freeze with a chill.  

 
I peel the tape off of the left side, and then it rips on the right. I slide the top off of the box.  The yellow 
phone is so beautiful, as it reflects the lights. The satisfying gold edging is so shiny and actually, not what I 
expected. 

 
“Thank you guys so much!” I’m very excited.  

 
We all get new phones, infact. Mom gets a blue one, Mason and Dad get red. Before, Mom, Dad, and Mason 
had Iphone 7s. So they haven’t gotten new phones in a while. 

 
I get that exciting chill. Butterflies fly all around my stomach. I shiver, but it’s a good feeling. I’m so so so 
happy that I got a phone. My dad and my grandpa want to help me set it up, as they have done it multiple 
times before.  

 
I walk into the bar, to get into another room, and I start to send my grandpa random pictures of me. We 
laugh a lot.  I get all of my family’s contacts. It is really fun to set up a phone.   
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Knights Postal Service 

Going to a new school can be difficult, and mildly terrifying for some third grade 
students.  They’re experiencing a new building that is different from what has become 
comfortable over the past 3-4 years.  There are more and bigger students, when they 
used to be the big fish in the pond.  There are different expectations.  

To facilitate a smooth transition from 3rd to 4th grade, Sickles and Knollwood 
administration and staff work hard to have activities that ease some of the student’s 
concerns and make them feel at home at soon as they enter the 4th grade.  This year, 
we decided to take it to the next level and provide each 3rd grade student with a 
penpal in 4th grade.  Through the Knights Postal Service, students exchange friendly 
letters on a monthly basis and our first delivery was on November 15th.  

Leading up to our first letter exchange, students 
in both grades created logos for the postal 
service.  With the assistance of Dr. LaBrocca and 
Ms. Heeren, students were given the freedom to 
think of a design that embodied the Knights 
Postal Service and put their creativity on paper. 
Once all the drawings were complete, voting 
took place in each classroom.  The first round 
identified five drawings from each grade level 
that students felt best fit the Knights Postal Service.  The second round identified the 

two winning designs, one from 3rd grade and one from 4th grade.  These designs were made into stickers that all 
students could use on their letters.  In addition to these stickers, each class was presented with a basket full of 
writing tools and goodies, to help get in the spirit of letter writing. 

Our 3rd grade students were so excited to get their first letters and 4th 
graders asked them an assortment of 
questions, from their favorite hobbies to their 
favorite sports teams.  They even shared 
details that they loved about the Knollwood 
schedule, such as the electives they take part 
in and the recess activities that they like to 
choose.  These first letters were a catalyst for 
students to respond to their new 4th grade 

friends, motivating them to write and write and write.  It was reported that our 3rd 
grade students were writing paragraphs and didn’t want to stop!  It warms my heart 
that through the Knights Postal Service, students are finding new friends and are able 
to ease their minds about 4th grade.  As a culminating event, each penpal pair will 
meet up during Transition Day in June to take part in a special activity! 
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Staff Submissions 

Connecting Across Borders - Students in Señora Whisten’s 4th grade Spanish classes were 
VERY excited communicating with other 4th graders in Mexico.  
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